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They marched at three in the morning, and arrived at the ground by day-light;
but found it abandoned, and the enemy waiting for them in complete order at
about a mile beyond it. A bloody action ensued; in which the enemy, as might
be expected from men flushed with recent successes, fought with a desperate intre-
pidity. Our Sepoys began to break into disorder, when by a well-timed and suc-
cessful attack of the enemy's guns by two companies of grenadiers headed by
Lieutenants Fallon and Birrell, the fortune of the day turned in our favor, and
the field was left to our possession, with four guns and four tumbrils. One
of the guns, its carriage being broken, was spiked and left. The other three,
with one of the tumbrils loaded with as much ammunition as it could carry, were
brought away. The other three tumbrils, with 200 Maunds of loose powder,
were blown up. About 1500 round shot of different weights, and mostly ham-
mered, were found and left in a village adjacent.

Our loss in this action was very great. We had 48 men killed, and 85 wound-
ed. That of the enemy was unknown, but must have been considerable. Their
guns were well served, and it was from their execution that we principally suf-
fered. It was remarkable that they had all the apparatus of our artillery, such
as port-fires, tubes, chain and quilted grape shot, &c. equal, or nearly equal, to
the production of an European laboratory. Samples of each kind will be sent to
the board. Their artillery did not answer to the quality of the stores. One gun
was of modern cast, and with its carriage, which was not bad, said to have been
made at Ramnagur. The others were of a very old cast and construction, and their
carriages bad and much worn. This was the general character of all the ordnance
taken in the course of the war.

Dearly as this victory was purchased,, with the expenditure of one fourth of the
party, it was yet a victory, ascertained and acknowledged; and had its due effect
of impressing the enemy with discouragement, and our own men with confidence;
and it was an earnest of our future success in the public opinion, which at all times
of high importance to our political influence, was especially so at this, in which
the minds of all men were suspended for the decision of the part which they were to
take, either in the immediate contest* or in their own conduct as dependant on it.
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